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In Foreign Lands: the Migration of Scientists for Political or Economic Reasons

 

Many mathematicians, and scientists in general, have worked extensively in countries other
than those of their origin. The reasons may have been, in different periods, political or
economic. The lack of suitable employment opportunities in their countries, the adverse
political systems and wars have often led to the migration of scientists who played an
important role in spreading scientific knowledge. This phenomenon is recurrent in past
centuries. The symposium aims to analyse, starting from particular cases, the situations
that, in many cases, have changed the scientific landscape, the tradition and very future of
studies and research.

Symposium contributions  will  concern,  in  particular:  Euler,  Lagrange  and  Boscovich’s
scientific biographies, migrations of scientists from France, Spain and Greece to Russia in
the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries,  and  from Russia  to  France  in  the  twentieth
century, exiles from Italy before the Italian Risorgimento, migrations inside Europe and the
escape of mathematicians from Nazi Europe, between the two World Wars, and the mobility
of experts around the world.

Organizers:  Maria  Teresa  Borgato  (University  of  Ferrara)  -  Christine  Phili  (National
Technical University of Athens)

Programme

Dmitri  Gouzevitch  (CERCEC/EHESS,  Paris):  “Les  frères  Delisle  en  Russie,  ou  les
Victimes de l'historiographie et du scorbut”

Eberhard Knobloch (Technische Universität  Berlin):  “Euler in St.  Petersburg and in
Berlin”
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Maria Teresa Borgato (Università di Ferrara): “J.-L.  Lagrange’s mathematical life in
Berlin and Paris”

Christine Phili  (National  Technical  University  of  Athens):  “A Corfiot  scientist  in the
Russian empire: the case of Nicephoros Theotokis (1731-1800)”

Alessandra Fiocca (Università di Ferrara): “R.G. Boscovich from Pavia to Paris”

Irina  Gouzevitch (CMH/EHESS,  Paris):  “Augustin Betancourt entre l'Espagne et  la
Russie : les pérégrinations européennes d'un expert technique savant des Lumières
(fin du XVIIIe - début du XIXe siècle)”

Luigi Pepe (Università di Ferrara): “Friends of France: Italian mathematicians in exile
between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries”

Ana Cardoso de Matos (Universidade de Évora): “La mobilité des experts dans le monde
et la diffusion des connaissances scientifiques sur les barrages : les cas de André
Coyne (1891-1960) et de Alfred Stucky (1892-1969) au Portugal”

Laurent Mazliak and Thomas Perfettini (Sorbonne Université, Paris): “So far and yet so
close. The exile of Russian mathematicians in Paris in the 1920s”

Antoni Roca Rosell (Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya): “Aldo Mieli et les origines de
l'histoire  des  sciences  en Espagne.  De la  création à  la  dissolution du Groupe
espagnol”

Livia  Giacardi  (Università  di  Torino):  “Beppo  Levi  in  Argentina  (1939-1961)
‘organizador  y  sembrador  de  ideas’  ”

Erika Luciano (Università di Torino): “Jewish intellectual diaspora and the circulation
of mathematics: Alessandro Terracini in Argentina (1939-1948)”

Martina Bečvářová (Czech Technical University in Prague): “Czechoslovakia -- a good
place to live? Immigration and emigration between the two world wars from the
point of view of mathematicians”

George N. Vlahakis (Helleinic Open University): “Physical chemistry in Greece before
and after World War II as a case study for the role of politics on science and
scientists”

Annette Vogt (Humboldt University, Berlin): “Mathematicians and their escape from
Nazi Germany and Europe under Nazi occupation”


