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The history of science in Islamicate societies  is characterized by the constant flow of ideas
and knowledge between several geographical regions. One of the central spaces of this
intellectual activity is the Mediterranean basin. On the one hand, Greece is the fundamental
cradle of the scientific legacy that the Islamic societies adopted as an essential element of
their culture. On the other hand, the Greek legacy translated into Arabic spread along the
southern border of the Mediterranean until the “Far West”, the Muslim Iberian Peninsula
(al-Andalus). This legacy, reworked by scholars from Syria, Egypt, the Maghrib, al-Andalus
and other akin regions, returned to Europe via new translations. The complexity of the
phenomena  of  transmission  that  explain  the  intellectual  exchange  above  described  is
complemented by another complexity: the intrinsic intricacies of a knowledge that aimed to
give a full account of the universe. This is shown for instance in astronomy. The science of
observing, describing and calculating the positions of the celestial bodies in the lunar and
superlunary spheres was an important part of pre- and early modern Islamicate knowledge,
as reflected in the sheer number of manuscripts and instruments preserved. In addition, it
was closely related to other disciplines dealing with sublunary phenomena and human
affairs like natural philosophy, medicine, timekeeping used to organize everyday profane as
well as ritual life, astrology mainly understood as a tool helping people to explain the past or
to cope with the future, and so on. The panel will bring together research on different
aspects of the Islamicate science, providing different research approaches that will allow
gaining more insights into the social and intellectual complexities of scientific practice and
transmission of knowledge around the Mediterranean in Medieval time.
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